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Welcome

Objectives for today:

- Understand the structure of GCSE AQA Science.

- Discover strategies to support your child’s learning.



Quick activity

I would like you to memorise this list and we will come back to this later:

- Cell membrane

- Cell wall

- Mitochondria

- Ribosomes

- Chloroplast

- Cytoplasm

- Nucleus 



Science Exam Information

• Combined science: 6 exams, 1 hour 15 each

• Separate science: 6 exams, 1 hour 45 each

• 2 Biology, 2 Chemistry, and 2 Physics exams.

Key differences: Curriculum depth, time commitment, and 
grading. 



Combined Science Paper 1

• 13th May ​ 2025

• Exam for GCSE Combined Science: Biology Paper 1 (both tiers)
Start time: pm
Duration: 1h 15m 70 marks 16.7% of GCSE

• 19th May 2025

• Exam for GCSE Combined Science: Chemistry Paper 1 (both tiers)
Start time: am
Duration: 1h 15m 70 marks 16.7% of GCSE

• 22nd May ​ 2025

• Exam for GCSE Combined Science: Physics Paper 1 (both tiers) 
Start time: am
Duration: 1h 15m 70 marks 16.7% of GCSE



Combined Science Paper 2

• 9th June​ 2025

• Exam for GCSE Combined Science: Biology Paper 2 (both tiers) 
Start time: am
Duration: 1h 15m 70 marks 16.7% of GCSE

• 13th June​ 2025

• Exam for GCSE Combined Science: Chemistry Paper 2 (both tiers) 
Start time: am
Duration: 1h 15m 70 marks 16.7% of GCSE

• 16th June​ 2025

• Exam for GCSE Combined Science: Physics Paper 2 (both tiers)
Start time: am
Duration: 1h 15m 70 marks 16.7% of GCSE



Biology

• 13th May 2025

• Exam for GCSE Biology Paper 1 (both tiers)
Start time: pm
Duration: 1h 45m 100 Marks 50% of GCSE

• 9th June 2025

• Exam for GCSE Biology Paper 2 (both tiers) 

• Start time: am
Duration: 1h 45m 100 Marks 50% of GCSE



Chemistry

• 19th May 2025

• Exam for GCSE Chemistry Paper 1 (both tiers)
Start time: am
Duration: 1h 45m 100 Marks 50% of GCSE

• 13th June 2025

• Exam for GCSE Chemistry Paper 2 (both tiers) 

• Start time: am
Duration: 1h 45m 100 Marks 50% of GCSE



Physics

• 22nd May 2025

• Exam for GCSE Physics Paper 1 (both tiers)
Start time: am
Duration: 1h 45m 100 Marks 50% of GCSE

• 16th June 2025

• Exam for GCSE Physics Paper 2 (both tiers) 

• Start time: am
Duration: 1h 45m 100 Marks 50% of GCSE



In Your booklets You Will Find Key Topics in Each 
Subject (Combined and Separates)

Biology: Cell biology, genetics, ecology, homeostasis, etc…

Chemistry: Atomic structure, bonding, chemical changes, 
energy changes, etc…

Physics: Forces, energy waves, electricity, particle model, etc…

Tips: Regulation revision of key topis to reinforce 
understanding.  



Activity time 

Using the card sort can you select the topics that fall under 
biology, chemistry, and physics? Without looking at your 

booklet. 



Self-assess (promote independent learning)

Using your booklets, self-assess how many you got correct. 



Assessment Objectives

AO1: Knowledge and understanding of specific ideas.

AO2: Application of knowledge in different contexts.

AO3: Analysis and evaluation of information, data, and methods.

Tips: Encourage students to practice applying knowledge and analysing 
data. 



Assessment Questions



Assessment Questions



Assessment Questions

•



AO3 examples



Practical Activity 

AO1: Knowledge and understanding of specific ideas.

AO2: Application of knowledge in different contexts.

AO3: Analysis and evaluation of information, data, and methods.



Required Practical Activities

Importance of Practical Activities: 16 required practical's for Combined 
Science, additional for Separate Sciences.

Assessment in Exams: Practical questions appear on Exams.

Parent tip: Discuss practical's at home, relate experiments to everyday 
life. 

Please find Required Practical lists in your booklet. 



Required Practical Questions



Help me make a cup of tea

Could I have a volunteer?

A Practical Activity



Supporting Your Child’s Revision

Establish a Study Routine: Set specific times for science revision.

Active Revision Techniques: Flashcards, mind maps, past papers.

Use of AQA Resources: AQA website, BBE bitesize, Seneca Learning, 
GCSE Bitesize, etc…

Encourage Self-Testing: Regular quizzes on key topics and vocabulary. 



Supporting Your Child’s Revision

• All students have been issued their own electronic copy of 

the three textbooks we use in school, via Kerboodle

• All students have been given access to Focus eLearning which 

is an interactive program with all the Required Practicals 

that could appear in the exam

• All students have access to SENECA, an interactive website with 

exam practise and instant feedback so 

that students can check their learning 

and progress.









MATHS IN BIOLOGY
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PERCENTAGE CHANGE = DIFFERENCE
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x 100

1mm = 1000µm
Be sure you are able 

to convert from one to 
another



MATHS IN CHEMISTRY

Be sure you are able 
to convert from one 

to another

1000cm3 = 1dm3

1000g = 1kg



MATHS IN PHYSICS GPE

G
FS

ENERGY
SH

C

The power of the heater, in watts, is given by the equation:

power (W) = voltage (V) × current (A)

The amount of heat transferred by the immersion heater is given by the equation:

amount of energy (J) = power (W) × time (s)

To calculate SHC:

energy transferred ÷ (mass x temperature change)

1000g = 1kg
1000J = 1kJ

• Power is measured in W
• Current is measured in A
• P.D is measured in V
• Time is measured in s

REMEMBER 
YOUR UNITS!



Managing Exam stress

Parent tips:

- Encourage breaks and relaxation techniques.

- Ensure healthy sleep (8-9 hours), diet habits (2 litres of water), etc…

- Know the exam timetable. 



Quick activity

How many of the 7 words did you remember?  



Recall

I would like you to memorise this list and we will come back to this later:

- Cell membrane

- Cell wall

- Mitochondria

- Ribosomes

- Chloroplast

- Cytoplasm

- Nucleus 



Thank you



Resources To Support Learning
• SENECA: www.senecalearning.com

• Username (School email) 

• Password (you set this yourself) 

• Class Code

• Focus E Learning: www.focuselearning.co.uk
• Username:  student@theapleton3762 

• Password:   5xw2qyqcw

• Kerboodle: www.kerboodle.com
• Username: initial and surname

• Password: initial and surname (and then reset yourself) 

• Institute Code:  qpx7

• OR use you school email address and passwords and click on Google

http://www.senecalearning.com/
http://www.focuselearning.co.uk/
http://www.kerboodle.com/

